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« LETTERS FROM OUR BOYS *
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Sers Plonty of Excitement,

“In o lelder to his pay ents, Mr, and
Mra. C. H. Kienale, of St.  Joseph,
Paul C. Kienzle, In France, usays:
Wo have seen plenty of the ihing
Cpalted war und for that mattor we are
seoing it ench nnd every day, we have,
hud our experience with enemy sub-
marines;, much to Lhe displeasure of
one of them: wo have  witncssed
aerinl battles gnlote; have been In

matter of fact, T guesg we have ax.
perfenced ony shara of mMost every,
thing connected with war. In o way
it Is becoming a common place, bul
now and then an artillety  action
starty up that knocks the meaning
out of the wonrd common.place,
When you can He on'n box of © say
French T8's for n hank and ligten to
the erleeching of shells culting the
nir over hend and oceasionally hear
or see one burst a Tew yards to.ihe
vight of you antl posalbly at the same
momient hear the rattle of machine
gun fire from two or more acroplanes
up In the air you come to the nbrupt
rvenlization that you are In  the
theatre of war., That very lhing is

hannnanine stall af hile Hown T ennw

&

1 tternld or the Chicago Examiner, the

1 You \&r"’i’i’.‘liil‘]ilhel‘ that 1

shell fire and huve béen in gos, a8 a|

/}?\pn of this partlcular unittin the’

une 8th lssue of the Chicngo Record

purt we played In s cerlain battle
of importance, how we happened to
gral. into Aeld serviee 8o scgon,  ele.
[ wish you would endeavor to pgat
Lhese coples and retaln them, If suc.
cegsfl. If what T am informed s
true they witl e vory ;uwmqtmg tu
me when 1 return,
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Says Hune Fell Like Weeds.

In o wuer to relalives, Sergian#
H. G. Smith of Baitery F, the crack
artiflery init of the Unjverslty of
timols, origionlly organized for serv.
ice on. the :Mexiean border, says:

“Ioum writing (his Jetter in g base
haspital, 4}k is o difte retit ﬁtox*y,jmm
the one-1, totd you In my last lelter.
said it
would socon be a hol gume, Well, ]
was.  But I want o say that I was
very, very.lucky, 1 supposc you have
already rend in the newspapers about ]
the grent bpttle that has been taking
plaee on the rfront in France.

*t can nol explain jusy whnat  tool
place on-the battlefields, but you can
pletura in your mind what it was like
when say It was o slaughter ‘on both
sides, with the Germung the heavier
logers.  The Huns fell like weeds,

cut by u seyihe, and the dead were
plled up In heups,
fegt battle I have ever been in. or
Bave ever whnessed,

“The Amerleans stoog like a stone
wall. Some fell {n their trencher, by
ihe majortly cltune out alive, nnd b
wus onlyp mm the help of God thw
they did.

“lI owe my life to the facl ihat !
wis gassed enrly in the fighe. 1 de
not remember what happened frow
12;39 o'clock Sunday, July 14, untll
about noon the following day, -«

“It tore my heart to ses my com.
rades fall In front of wme. ° Some o
them had been my palg ever sineg ¢

It was the blood.
Tover,

sive shalls. DBut don't o
minute thal we g not
them, We sent five (o ths
made more direct hits,
Fritz ihinks he has anytl
American artillery or the
boys he's all wrong We
nuniber, and don't you f
"The ‘Germans came
river in droves, but befo

wpacross the river was itera

of blood. Those who got
up their hands and begeed
tured. You can guess whi
They died from heart [
tha help of machinegun !
found that the Germans
only 14 yoeuars old In thel
and many who were nol
19, We also found man
387 lo 46" yetrs™old,“¥nile
many us old ag §0. 7

“he German prisoners
weare unable to get food
Leen able to gel any 10
tang thme. They use Lhe
Rind of a {ree as a subst
bacco. | cannot reeall {
nwe tree. I tried to smu
i, and, it made me sick,
. MWell, T quit talking
Jeel for & while and nu
thing else. 1 must toll y
that the Americans droy
:-—:whn{ few we did not
the river much [aster tha
And they are still

“The Hile Red Cross
gave me something to tal
ike castor oil, but we 1
[ can say that the Red
are heroinegs, every ong
they work dey and nigh
xrenl mothers to us, and
folks and everybody to
possibly cun for the Red
iy, You can't do fou
H s the g-ealest socle
amld withret ot we couls
wa

“I cannot tell just now
be able to get back to tl

haveo beien in the ariny and were e
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it will be hard forr you to undersians
! how, Wil 01! such thngs as the above
S happening around us, n Tellow onn
be sitting at a typewriter Xnocking
.+ oul # letter but such I ussure you Is
! the ense, In the states 1 I8 hard for
* one lo wndorstand how.sueh a condi,
tion cun be but once over here and in
I, il presenis an entirely different
aspeet; you would also, Just as  the
rest of ux, consider that you were in
very little dangor. 1 have been hesit,
rnt in writing the above for fear it
will cause you unnecessary worry, at
the same time | am sure you wish to
know what part we are plaving over
here anid 1T am writing the above in
the hope that you will understund
in the right light and not some to the
! conelusion that we have slim chance
of pulling thru this affair 0. K., be-
eause such is nol the condition. e,
Yore leaving home I gave you the as.
suranece that you would sce mo re.
turning nfter the war and T wish to
renssire you in that regard.
| Yesterday 1 witnessed n serap in
f which more pure, unadulterated nerve
t wng displayed than | ever expect to
;: seo ngain, It took place In the air
1 almosrt dirvectly ovor our hends low
1+ enough that wo could almost dia,
p Uingnish the partielpants, it Wwas  of
"1 short durntion, but exciting to n high
. degree,
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had hold one seclor for several days
was completely demolished, and of
the 40 men only 27, so far ng we
have been able to learn, e¢Beaped,

1 left my battery at 10:30 o'cloek
Sunday morning. Ol course, you un
derstund that 1 wag handling the tel
ephotie wires, Including those run
ning to the lonkout posts

T oeyWhen [ left my battery it was
firlng & heavy barrage and also shell.
ing the German frant line {Yenches
Something struek the jelephone wires
and snappad them in two, [ touk ¢
detalt of ejght men and, with v
reels of heavy palred wire, started out
to siring n new line so (hat we might
have some menns of communidation
The brave boys who went with n;
wore Corporal Budgen, lineman; Cor
poral Mike Noone, wird man; Privals
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Thomas, Olsou
maen,

“Only one of the eighy fell.
wns Private Thomas,

‘truckR and other wagons when It
geenmted to me the whole world Waw
up. I was then (bat we lost our
comrade, Thomne. For more

sighteen hours we worked under a

i I n Informed that there Is men.
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Stecklenbereg, testing mian; Privates
and Staples, testing

Thnt

We were luy
ing a line ncross a road used by tls

than

stéady strenm of shell fire. The Huns |
ware using both gas and high explo-

zay, and it may tnke som
it out of my systom But
#s 1 am hall way well al
vou are well and happy
and good luck.”
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